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Draft Motion
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The Parliament of St. Maarten, in its meeting of today, April ’;77”‘, 2013,

CONSIDERING:

The ongoing public debate on issues surrounding the draft 2013 budget;
The system of government of St. Maarten is a parliamentary democracy
based on the constitution and free elections are held every four years;

In a free election a fair and in balance administered electoral process is
essential;

Parliamentary elections will be held in the year 2014;

In the last elections of 2010 there was an investigation involving members
of the police and a member of the volunteer corps (VKS) allegedly selling
their votes thus bringing the democracy respectively free elections under
undue stress;

That the present electoral laws rules and regulations with respect to our
Constitution and international treaties don’t safeguard a free fair and in
balancé“\administered electoral system sufficiently;

That necessary steps should be taken to ensure the achievement of a free
fair and in balance administered electoral system by amending the current
electoral laws rules and regulations and or adopting a Code of Conduct to
govern the election campaign and the polling period to allow voters to vote
freely without intimidation and harassment undue influence and bribery so
that they can choose their representatives in conditions of equality
openness transparency respect and integrity;

RESOLVES:

To call on the government of St. Maarten to do all that is necessary to ensure the
achievement of a free fair and in balance administered electoral system by
amending the current electoral laws with respect to voters political parties and
candidates, agents or supporters before the upcoming Parliamentary elections



2014 and in so doing protecting the integrity of the democratic process regulating
among other the following:

e Not to bribe, not to pay or accept cash, not to give or accept gifts and/or
other tangible or intangible assets; not to provide preferential
treatment;

e Not to coerce or offer to accept money or other incentives to influence
the vote for or against a party or candidate, nor to encourage a voter
not to cast a vote;

e Not to coerce nor offer to accept money or other incentives to force
people to nominate or not to nominate their candidates, nor to
withdraw or not withdraw their candidacy;

e Not to coerce or offer to accept money or other incentives to receive
support or assistance from any civil servant, with the aim to support or
impede the election of any candidate;

e Not to allow campaign activity or campaign material to unnecessary
crowd, or be placed in close proximity of voting booths nor in the areas
of the polling stations in order to prevent interference and
intimidation;

e Not to allow anyone to enter the polling station wearing campaign
material, tee-shirts, or other campaign paraphernalia promoting either a
party or a candidate or a cause.

e To clear all campaign material such as bill boards and other campaign
material from all public roads and to remove all campaign material
placed on private property, within forty-eight hours before the opening
of the polls on election day.

e Eliminate the use of cellular phones, video cameras and cameras by all
voters, in the voting booths on Election Day;



And goes over to the order of the day.

Copies of this motion to be sent to:

The Governor of Sint Maarten

The Government of Sint Maarten
The Council of Advice of Sint Maarten

The General Audit Chamber of Sint Maarten
/ /

MP/Frans Richardson
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NO. NAME VOOR/FOR TEGEN/AGAINST

1. | drs. R.E. Samuel

2. | G.C. Pantophlet

3. | Patrick G. Illidge

4. | H.L. Richardson

5. | Petrus L. de Weever

6. | F.G. Richardson

7. | Lloyd J. Richardson

8. | Romain J. Laville

9. | Roy R. Marlin

10. | Johan E. Leonard

11. | Silvia V. Meyers-Olivacce

12. | Jules C. James

13. | Louie E. Laveist

14. | Gracita R. Arrindell

15.
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