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The Parliament of Sint Maarten in its meeting of today, December 14" '2016;

Considering:

* The motion of the Parliament of St. Maarten dated September17, 2015 regarding
English as the first official and “mother tongue” language.

¢ That the government has declared that the plan to establish English as the first
official language requires a considerable investment;

* That the aforementioned motion calls for a plan of approach, which shall include the
following components;

o Establishing English as the first and “mother tongue” language for Sint
Maarten.

© Gradual introduction of the use of the mother tongue as the first official
language.

o A plan for the civil service.

* That the draft budget 2017 for the country does not provide an allocation of funds to
develop the plan of approach;

e That government's policy drafting capacity across the board is heavily taxed;

e That this initiative will strand if no concrete action is undertaken;

Resolves:

* Toinstruct the government of St. Maarten to allocate f 500.000 in the first budget
amendment 2017, due by May 15 of the same year, to the development of the plan:
English as the first official language of St. Maarten.

And goes over to the order of the day // g

Copies of this motion to be sent to: P
The Government of St. Maarten -
The Governor of St. Maarten
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