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The Parliament of Sint Maarten in its meeting of today, June 30", 2014:

Considering:

e That the former Minister of Justice Mr. Roland Duncan entered into a multi year lease
agreement with the Vorst family to lease a parcel of land of approximately 11.129 M2.

e That this lease agreement was conditional to government complying with certain terms and
conditions

e That government never complied with these terms and conditions thus making this lease
agreement null and void.

e That the Minister of VROMI Mr. Maurice Lake subsequently decided to enter into a sales and
purchase agreement with the Vorst family to purchase this property for an amount of US
5.500.000,--

e That this purchase comes out to approximately US $ 495,-- per M2

e That the purchase was done without the Minister doing the necessary due diligence, to ensure
that the agreed upon purchase price can be justified against the current land purchase values on
St. Maarten.

e That the two appraisal reports obtained by the Minister shows a land value of respectively US $
1.300.000,-- and US $ 1.600.000,—-.

e That there is a huge discrepancy in terms of the M2 price agreed upon in the sales and purchase
agreement vs the two appraisal reports

e That the Minister could not justify the agreed upon purchase price with facts and figures
e That the Council of Ministers did not approve of this sales and purchase agreement
e Resolves:

e To strongly condemn the actions taken by Minister Maurice Lake in signing the sales and
purchase agreement without exercising the necessary due diligence and caution as should be
expected by a responsible Minister

e That the Parliament does not support the purchase mentioned property for an amount of
USS$495 per square meter

e To request the Minister of General Affairs and the Minister of Finance jointly, to present
120 days to Parliament, legislation to further define the responsibilities of the Ministers iff terms




of the authority of a Minister when entering into binding agreements on behalf of government
which legislation should not be limited to the process that should be followed by a Minister in
exercising all due diligence necessary to enter into an agreement that commits the countryon a
long term.

e That this legislation should cover areas such as the legal process that should be followed, the
further compliance with the Comptability Ordinance, the Kingdom Law on Financial Supervision,
the instrument used by Ministers such as the Ministerial Decree vs the “Landsbesluit” and any
other such matters to avoid reoccurrence of these types of situations in the future.

And goes over to the order of the day
Copies of this motion to be sent to

The Governor of St. Maarten
The Council of Advice

The General Audit Chamber
The Ombudsman

The Council of Ministers
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