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From: Solange L,
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Subject: VSA Inquiry - Poverty Line lnlgfk. £3 APR 2020
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Dear Chairman Brison,

Please find attached a letter to be forwarded to the Minister of VSA in connectiof with a poverty line study.
Thank you for your cooperation.
Sincerely,

S. Ludmila Duncan
Member of Parliament
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April 22, 2020
Rolando Brison
President of Parliament

Wilhelminastraat #1
Philipsburg, Sint Maarten

RE: Inquiry into the Minister of VSA’s plans to conduct a 14(0 verty Line Study

Dear Mr, Chairman,

Parliament received a presentation from the Minister of Financd dn Tuesday April 21, 2020
on the St. Maarten Stimulus and Relief Plan (SSRP). Present at the|meeting was the Minister
of Health, Social Development and Labor (VSA). The presentatiign provided some insight
into the plans of Government tuKssist some vulnerable groups ip pur community who have
been negatively impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. However, rI: my belief that there are

still a number of questions left unanswered in particular regardjing the role of the Ministry
of VSA in this Covid-19 fight.

The SSRP provides assistance to persons who are (or risk becorLing) unemployed and sole
proprietors in the following manner:

= The Unemployment Program will pay ANG. 1,150.00 to qypalifying individuals for the
months of April, May and [une 2020;

- Government is proposing to pay up to ANG. 1,150.00 per month to qualifying
individuals for the months of April, May and June 2020.

The figure of ANG. 1,150.00 is below the established minimum wage on St. Maarten and the
“borrowed” living wage within the Kingdom which is NAF. 4,040J00 per household of two
adults and two children “ inimumvoorbeeldbegrotingen] Bonaire, Nibud 2014)
Furthermore, St. Maarten's basket of goods decree should be ugldated during this time and

supermarket retailers regularly tontrolled as we see and hear |tHe cries of our people on
increasing food costs.

In 2019, The University of St. Maftin (USM) indicated, at a Seminat Series co -sponsecred by

Government and UNESCO, their willingness to jointly conduct ppverty line study on Sint

Maarten in collaboration with |the Anti-Poverty Platform. T ? delivered a proposal
'C

entitled “Minimum Reference Buggets for Saint Martin: A Resea Proposal” in November
2019.
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Solange Ludmila Duncan
Member of Parliament
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