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Draft Motion

The Parliament of St. Maarten, in its meeting of today January 21 2022,

CONSIDERING:

- The Motor Vehicle Tax Ordinance regulating number plates indicates that persons must pay their
vehicle tax before the 1st of March of each year respectively.

- That as a result of not paying vehicle tax on time, taxpayers can lose their current registered
number plate.

- That as a result of losing their current registered number plate, the taxpayer receives a new
number plate and must go through various procedures external to Government.

- The fact that this measure does not directly generate any additional revenue for Government.

- Thatrather than take away the number plates from late paying citizens, Government can consider
implementing a late fee which will eliminate the hassle for the taxpayer (due to the issuance of a
new number plate) but also generating revenue for Government.

- That article 25 of the Motor Vehicle Ordinance stipulates the acts that are punishable by a fine of
the first category and can possibly be amended to include a fine for late payment.

- That the implementation of a late fee may also improve the compliance rate of on time payment
of motor vehicle tax thus improving the liquidity of Government.

- That the Government of Sint Maarten must find new ways to generate revenue to strengthen its
financial and liquidity position.

RESOLVES:

That the Parliament calls on the Minister of Finance to submit a proposal for the implementation of a late
fee for late payment of the motor vehicle tax by March 31 2022. This proposal must include suggestions
on how the Motor Vehicle Tax Ordinance, especially Article 25, can be amended to reflect the
implementation of the late fee and that the implementation of the late fee would go into effect
retroactive to January 1 2022.

And goes over to the order of the day.

Copies of this motion to be sent to:

Gorg Paiopuei

The Governor of St. Maarten
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